
My Antonia Essay Topics 2017 

 

Read the topic option, outline your response as you prepare your 

essays, and focus on providing supporting examples and details, using 

correct MLA style.  You will be evaluated holistically – including content, 

citations, organization, writing style, word choice, and mechanics. 

Assignment due date in class is noted on AP English III planner.  

[Redos are available, if opted, on this essay only after a conference with 

the teacher and an AP student’s critique]. 

 

Answer only one.  Value = 50 pts.  ***Challenge question. 
 

1. My Antonia is the story of a Bohemian immigrant girl, a pioneer, and a 

mother.  In these three roles, she learns lessons that help develop her 

character into a loving mother and wife whom Jim Burden could see as a 

“rich mine of life, like the founder of early races.”  (Book V, chapter 1). 

Pick two lessons she learns and evaluate which lesson is the most 

important. 

 

2. In the novel, Jim Burden is a sensitive observer to what others experience 

and hence learns many lessons about human nature.  Identify two lessons he 

learns, explaining how each enriches his life.  Evaluate which is the most 

enriching. 

 

3. ***In this novel, Willa Cather creates scenes that contrast imagery and 

mood.  Cite and describe two incidents / episodes that reflect this contrast. 

Identify and Evaluate which scene is most effective. 

 

4. ***Critics have noted that Willa Cather contrasts the idealistic, generous, 

personable European immigrants and the dull, disliked, listless Nebraska 

native settlers.  Critics also note that the immigrants who do not possess 

admirable qualities find little, if any, success or happiness.  Using specific 

examples, evaluate the validity of this argument. 

5. Willa Cather’s pioneer women who embody the pioneer spirit survive 

hardships & overcome numerous obstacles.  Identify and describe at least 

three difficulties the immigrants of My Antonia encounter in America and 

analyze how they cope and eventually transcend their struggles. 

6. ***Authors often write to make a point, to communicate a message, to make 

“a statement about life,” whether it be about character, adversity, 

friendship, cooperation, etc.  Using character references and specifics 



examples (with citations) to support, develop an essay that addresses why 

Willa Cather may have written My Antonia. 

7. ***My Antonia is a simple book filled with simple characters; however, it is 
also a book that embraces complexity of emotion, social class, adaptation, 
and understanding of the heart of a pioneer people.  In her genuine simplicity, 
Antonia says, "Ain't it wonderful, Jim, how much people can mean to each 
other?"   Some say that  “simplicity by authors may be the hardest complexity 
to capture.”    Discuss how and why the simplicity of the people’s lives can 
only evolve into the complexity and sophistication that it does. 

8. ***My Antonia entails a beautiful relationship between Jim Burden and 
Antonia Shimerda, one that many readers hope will end in marriage and a 
“live happily ever after” type of relationship.   Jim even reminisces, "Some 
memories are realities, and are better than anything that can ever happen to 
one again."  Yet many factors influence the development of their relationship 
that ultimately culminates in two separate relationships joined only by 
childhood memories and a 20-year reunion.  In your essay, reflect upon 
how this relationship develops, then support, refute, or qualify this 
statement: “The relationship of Jim Burden and Antonia Shimerda evolves 
ONLY as it could:  separated, fragmented, divergent.” 

9. ***My Antonia is a novel about a number of “life situations”; that is, stories and 
incidents and events about adversity, friendship, cooperation, character 
development, as well as others.  Using character references and specific 
examples (citations), support this statement with at least three 
particular references. 


